
March 31, 2021

Dear Mount Arlington Families:

We are writing to provide you with the final update on our phase 2 reopening plans which are
set to take place beginning on Monday, April 12, 2021. We are very excited to be welcoming
our students back for increased in-person learning now that the Governor and NJ DOH have
changed their guidelines. (If you would like to read these guidelines they can be found here.)
There is a tremendous amount of important information in this letter so please read it carefully
and contact us with any questions.

Classrooms and distancing:  Beginning on 4/12/21, classrooms in grades PreK-5 will have
between 3 and 6 feet of social distance between students depending on the total number of
students attending for in-person instruction in each class. Grades 6 - 8 classrooms have 6 feet
of social distancing since 6 feet is still required for middle and high school students when we are
in “orange” on the risk matrix report. In order to accommodate this, we are moving a few of the
middle school classrooms to other spaces. Your child’s new classroom assignment will be on
their new schedule.

Schedules:  New schedules have been created now that in-person instruction is being
expanded to five days. These schedules may need to be tweaked as we move forward but we
are confident we can address any issues that arise. Thank you for your patience as we make
any needed adjustments.

Breakfasts and snacks:  The new Department of Health guidelines still call for 6 feet of distance
anytime students are unmasked and eating. Therefore, if 6 feet of distancing is not possible in
their classroom, students will either be taken outside for snack or to another location where the
6 feet of distancing can be maintained.  Breakfast will no longer be eaten in the classrooms in
the morning but will be sent home with any student taking a lunch home at the end of each day.
Please have your child eat breakfast prior to coming to school.

Masks:  Masks remain a requirement and students will continue to get a mask break outside
when weather permits. Please make sure your child has a clean, extra mask in their backpack
everyday.

Attendance and Share911 screening app:  Attendance will be taken in school each day for all in
person students. The Share911 screening app should still be completed every day for students
attending in person. Families of these students will no longer need to do a separate attendance
form. Only all remote students will need to complete an attendance form.

Transportation: Bus times have been updated in Powerschool. Please check your child’s bus
time to see if it has changed. Even if you answered the survey question that you would likely
drive your child, there is still a time listed for your child in case he/she takes the bus on certain
days.  If you had indicated that you would be transporting your child but you decide to have

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf


them take the bus on a given day(s), please contact the main office of your child’s school.  The
bus drivers will continue to use seating charts so that we can contact trace if there is a positive
case(s) on a bus. Masks will continue to be required on buses.

Contact tracing:  Please note that even though the DOH guidance allows for less than 6 feet of
social distance in grades K-5, 6 feet is still used when contact tracing.  In other words, if there is
a positive case(s), any individual who is within 6 feet of the positive case for a cumulative 15
minutes within a 24 hour period will be identified as a close contact and will need to quarantine.
With a reduction in the distancing in many classrooms, this may result in an increase in the
number of students/staff needing to quarantine compared to the earlier in the school year when
6 feet was maintained.

Travel restrictions: Thank you to everyone who has let your child’s teacher or the nurse know if
you are traveling over spring break and will be quarantining. Here is another link to the travel
guidance in case you need to determine if quarantining is necessary after travel.

Thank you to all families for your continued cooperation and support in keeping your children
home when they are not feeling well and in staying in communication with our nurses and your
child’s teachers with any questions.  Thank you as well to the entire faculty and staff for their
hard work in changing schedules and instructional plans to allow for more in person learning.
We look forward to a successful remainder of the school year.  Please let us know if you have
any additional questions.

Finally, we hope you each have a restful and enjoyable spring break!

Warmest regards,

Monica A. Rowland Jeff Grillo
Superintendent Principal
mrowland@mtarlingtonk8.org jgrillo@mtarligtonk8.org
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